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Creativity expert Sir Ken Robinson challenges the way we're educating our children. 
He champions a radical rethink of our school systems, to cultivate creativity and 
acknowledge multiple types of intelligence.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken Robinson 



SCHOOLS KILL CREATIVITY 
 
Why is our education system predicated on the idea of academic ability? 

WHAT ARE WE DOING?? 
 
The problem with the education system nowadays: 
1.  squander the extra ordinary capacity of the children  

 
2. stigmatize mistakes. we are educating people out their creative 

capacity 
 

 



HOW IS THIS HAPPENING? 
 
The hierarchy is rooted on two ideas: 
1. Most useful subjects for work are on the top. You are kept away 

from things you enjoyed doing based on which you'll never find 
a job.eg: music 
 

2. Academic ability, which dominate our views of intelligence. The 
whole system of public education around the world is a 
protracted process of university entrance.  



CRISIS OF HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
• There are people who don't enjoy what they do. They simply go 
through their life, getting on with it. They get no pleasure of what 
they do, they endure it rather than enjoy it and wait for the 
weekend 
 

•It’s also about the passion which excites our spirits and our 
energy. The reason why so many people are opting out of 
education is because it doesn't feed their spirit/energy/passion. 
 

•Education dislocates many people from their natural talents. 
 

•Human resources are like natural resources which are buried 
deep. 
 
 
 

 



3 THINGS ABOUT INTELLIGENCE 
 
1.  It is diverse: People have 

very different aptitudes.  
 

2. It is dynamic:  intelligence is 
wonderfully interactive. 
 

3. It is distinct  
 



ISSUES OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM 
 

•Linearity :that it starts here and you go through a track,  if you do 
everything right you will end up set for the rest of your life. 
 
 

•Conformity :we have built our educational system on the model 
of fast food, where everything is standardized.  



WHAT SHOULD WE DO? 
 
1.  The only way we'll do it is by seeing our creative capacities for the 

richness they are and seeing our children for the hope that they 
are. And our task is to educate their whole being, so they can face 
this future. 
 

2. We need a revolution rather than an evolution in education. 
 

3. To reconstitute our sense of ability and of intelligence. 
 

4. We have to go from industrial model(linear, conformity and 
batching people) of education to an agricultural model which 
recognizes that human flourishing is not a mechanical process but 
an organic process. 
 

5. We need to create a movement in education in which people 
develop their own solutions but with external support based on a 
personalized curriculum. 
 
 
 



“If you’re not prepared to be wrong, you’ll never come 
up with anything original.” 



It is the gap between what we are 
teaching and testing in our schools(passive 
learning environments and uninspired 
lesson plans that focus on test preparation 
and reward memorization) even in the 
ones that are most highly-regarded, versus 
the skills all students will need for careers, 
college, and citizenship (critical thinking 
skills, creativity, and effective 
communication) in the 21st century. 
 

THE GLOBAL ACHIEVEMENT GAP 

Tony Wagner 



 
Instead of teaching students to be critical 
thinkers and problem-solvers, we are asking 
them to memorize facts for multiple choice 
tests.  
 
 
Quite simply, we need to expect all 
teachers to teach all students how to think 
and communicate effectively, and they 
need to assess these skills and benchmark 
expectations to what the world will require 
of our high school graduates. 

THE GLOBAL ACHIEVEMENT GAP 

PROBLEM 

SOLUTION 



THANK YOU Dian Luo 
Yashika Gulati 
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